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REMARKS 

Withdrawal of Rejections from Previous Office Action 

Applicants' would like to thank Examiner Cross for her time and consideration of 
this application and her decision to withdraw the rejection after further review and 
consideration of the evidence presented in the previous Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

Claims 1, 2-6, 8, 1 1 and 25-27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,620,898 to Yaremko et al. ("Yaremko") in view of 
U.S. Patent 5,308,990 to Takahashi et al ("Takahaski") and U.S. Patent 6,182,834 to Kim 
et al. {"Kim"). Applicants respectfully traverse. 

Applicants have previously submitted arguments that Yaremko in view of 
Takahashi do not teach/suggest the flow cytometer being used to detect interactions 
between components of a patient assay sample and reagent antibodies. Applicants 
reiterate those arguments and reasons for allowability of claims 1,11, and 25 as if fully 
restated herein. 

Further, the Office Action admits that Yaremko and Takahashi do not teach the 
filter materials of independent claims 1,11, and 25, and instead relies on Kim as allegedly 
providing this feature of the independent claims. See Office Action at 3. 

The filter material of Kim is a non -woven material. See Kim at col. 3, lines 52-60. 
Although some of the non-woven fibers of Kim overlap with some of the fibers of the 
claims, the filter materials of the instant claims are not directed to non-woven fabrics. 
Instead, the instant claims recite fabrics that are woven, or some other type of material 
than non-woven (which is a specific type of material). For example, attached as "Exhibit 
A" are print-outs of web pages from websites of companies that supply filter materials of 
the type recited in claims 1,11, and 25 {e.g., "polyester mesh, nylon mesh, polycarbonate 
track-etched membrane, cellulose acetate"). In particular, included is a print-out from the 
website of Sefar, Inc., which is disclosed in the specification as providing filter materials 
that can be used in the claimed invention. As can be seen from the material in Exhibit A, 
each of the types of fabric of claims 1,11, and 25 are clearly not the non-woven material 
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of Kim. The term "non- woven" or "nonwoven" is a specific term of art for a particular 
type of fabric. Attached hereto as "Exhibit B" is a printout from the Merriam-Webster 
Online Dictionary, which defines the term "nonwoven" as "made of fibers held together 
by interlocking or bonding (as by chemical or thermal means)." This does not encompass 
the filter materials of claims 1,11, and 25. 

There are numerous advantages for using the specific filter materials of claims 1, 
11, and 25, as outlined in the material of Exhibit A. In addition, the use of the woven 
materials is non-obviousness because Applicants have discovered that the roughened 
topography of the woven filter materials of claims 1,11, and 25 prevents reagents from 
clumping up when centrifuged. 

Therefore, the cited combination of references do not teach or suggest all features 
of independent claims 1,11, and 25. For at least this reason, Applicants respectfully 
request that the rejection of these claims be reconsidered and withdrawn. 

Notwithstanding the forgoing allowability of claim 1, the Office Action admits 
that Yaremko and Takahashi do not teach the filter pore size of the claim 1, but instead 
relies on Kim as allegedly supplying this feature. See Office Action at 3. Applicants 
respectfully traverse. 

Kim recites a filter material with a pore size of not more than 3 microns. See Kim 
at col 3, lines 52-60. Independent claim 1 recites a pore size of 3-5 microns for the filter 
material. Thus, this is an additional non-obvious distinction of claim 1 over the cited 
references. Applicants therefore respectfully request that the rejection of claim 1 be 
withdrawn for at least this reason as well. 

If independent claims 1,11, and 25 are allowable, then dependent claims 2-4, 6, 8, 
and 26-27 are also allowable for at least the same reason since they incorporate all of the 
features of their respective independent claims. Applicants reserve the right to argue 
additional reasons for patentability of claims 2-4, 6, 8, and 26-27. 

Claims 9 and 28 

Claims 9 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yaremko et al., (^Yaremko") Takahashi et al. (?Takahaskr\ and Kim et al. ("Kim") as 
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applied above, and further in view of U.S. Patent 56,603,899 to Franciskovich et al. 
("Franciskovich"). 

If independent claims 1 and 25 are allowable, then dependent claims 9 and 28 are 
also allowable for at least the same reason since they incorporate all of the features of 
their respective independent claims. Applicants reserve the right to argue additional 
reasons for patentability of claims 9 and 28. 
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CONCLUSION 



In light of the foregoing amendments and for at least the reasons set forth above, 
Applicants respectfully submit that all objections and/or rejections have been traversed, 
rendered moot, and/or accommodated, and that the now pending Claims 1-4, 6, 8, 9, 11, 
25-28 are in condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and allowance of the 
present application and all pending claims are hereby courteously requested. If, in the 
opinion of the Examiner, a telephone conference would expedite the examination of this 
matter, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned agent at (770) 933-9500. 



THOMAS, KAYDEN, 
HORSTEMEYER & RISLEY, LJL.P. 

Suite 1750 

100 Galleria Parkway N.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30339 
(770) 933-9500 



Respectfully submitted, 
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Global Home » Filtration » Fabrics & Media 



Fabrics & Media 



Sefar offers a huge range of different monofilament fabrics, using 15 kind of 
materials. Diameter ranges from 28 to 1000 um. Regarding construction, we 
divide them into three groups: - Open mesh fabrics - Filter fabrics (closed 
mesh fabrics) - Specialties 
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Open mesh fabrics 

Sefar produces approx. 1'400 different open 
mesh monofilament fabrics with following 
materials: 

• PA, PET, PP, ETFE, PEEK 



Filter fabrics 

Filter fabrics are mainly made of monofilament 
yarns. In order to provide a complete range, we 
also use multifilament and staple fibres. 



Specialties 

In this group we put all fabrics with special 
characteristics, such as antistatic or shrinkable 
fabrics. 
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Polyamide (PA) monofilament precision fabrics 
SEFAR PETEX 

Polyester (PET) monofilament precision fabrics 

SEFAR PROPYLTEX 

Polypropylene (PP) monofilament precision 
fabrics 

SEFAR FLUORTEX 

ETFE monofilament precision fabrics 

SEFAR PEEKTEX 

PEEK monofilament precision fabrics 

SEFAR NYTAL 

PA und PET precision fabrics for flour milling 
SEFAR MEDIFAB 

PA and PET precision fabrics for the medical 
industry 
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One entry found for nonwoven. 



Main Entry: noirwo'ven 
Pronunciation: - ' wo-v&n 
Function: adjective 

1 : made of fibers held together by interlocking or bonding 
(as by chemical or thermal means) : not woven, knitted, or 
felted <nonwoven fabric> 

2 : made of nonwoven fabric <a nonwoven dress> 
- nonwoven noun 
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